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At Koenig & Lamar 
For 9-English, Allan Jr. High School, May 26, 1952 

 
NOTE: There are many typos and grammatical errors in the 
original. I have kept them so you may have a feeling for the 9th 
Grade author. Enjoy! 

 
The Chief is located at 5601 Dallas Highway. To get to it 

from Congress Avenue you go up Congress to 12th Street, turn 
left to Guadalupe, after you get to Guadalupe go straight until 
you get to the Dallas Highway the chief is at 5601 Dallas 
Highway between the building they are building for the 
Highway Department and the Austin Storing and Moving 
warehouse. 

The owner of the Chief is Claude Ezell. He also owns 17 other Drive-ins. Two of his eighteen Drive-
ins are in Austin. The other Drive-ins are in, Dallas, Fort Worth, Waco, San Antonio, Brownsville, Corpus 
Christie, Beaumont, Port Arthur, and Houston. He lives at 2021 Jackson Street, Dallas, Texas. 

The present manager is Russell Smith, he has been the manager for three years. The manager lives at 
5601 Dallas Highway, which is right under the screen at the Chief. There has been two other managers 
since the Chief was built. The other managers were Jeff Wolf and Carl Strould. 

There is 800 speakers which are divided into 12 rows. If you do not want to sit in your car there are 
seats provided in the front. There is also a play park for the children to play on during intermission. There 
is swings, sliding board, and merry-go-rounds, for the children to play on 

There are eleven employees at the Chief. Their work is as manager, ticket girl, ticket boys, 
projectionist, cashier, and concession works. The projectionist is Pete Myerley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The marquee out front, with “Reefer Madness” The back of the screen with a longhorn steer. 
as one of the films.  The manager lived below it. 
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The picture on the front of the Chief has been change once since the Chief was built. The first was an 
Indian. The second picture is a long horned steer.  

The shows are shown at 1 to 3 night in sucession. They never show a single feature, it is always a 
double feature.  

On Christmas on of the ticket boys dress up like Santa Clause and hands out candy to the children in 
the cars as they come in. On Easter they have a big Easter egg hunt. There is 3000 candy Eastern eggs 
hidden and 6 prize eggs. If you find a prize egg they give you a fuzzy bunny. 

The Chief was built in 1946. It costs $300,000.00 to build, it took six month to build. The Architect 
was Frank Lopes. The contractor was Tom Former. 

The ticket office opens at 6:00 o’clock in the winter and 6:45 o’clock in the summer. If it rains after 
you go in to the show they give you a fog-rain check and you can see the show again within thirty days. 
Fow about 15 minutes after the second show starts they sell what they call after closing tickets. The regular 
adults tickets are yellow with red and black letters. The childrens tickets are orange with red and black 
letter. The adults tickets are 50¢ and the children’s tickets are 5¢. 

To save you time and to help you park quickly they have a big red arrow that they point toward the 
front half of the Drive-in until it is full. When the front half is full they turn the arrow around to the back 
half so you will know that the front is full. 

To tell you what picture is going to show, they have an advertisement in the paper. They also have a 
marquee which is made of tin letters. 

If you need matches when you are at the show they will give them to you at the snak bar. The match 
cover has an advertisement of the Chief and inside it has the name and city of all the Drive-ins that the 
owner of the Chief owns. 

The snak bar is where you can buy something to eat. The things they sell are: pop corn, hot dogs, 
peanuts, coffee, soft drinks, ice cream, snow cones, and all kinds of candy. 

The projection room is where the movie machine is. It is located between the snak bar and the screen. 
 

NORTH AUSTIN IN REVIEW 
Nov 2, 1967 
Article by Jim Reed 

 

Crime crashed back into the news Monday night 
with a triple shooting at 5201 North Lamar. Killed in 
the shooting was Ray Berry, who for 20 years had 
operated Berry’s Grocery at that location. 

The shooting occurred when five out-of-state 
young men apparently tried to rob Mr. Berry. One of 
the young men was killed and another was wounded. 
All of the men have been charged with murder and 
robbery. 

The shooting came at a time when there were 
indications that the crime situation in the city might 
be improving. … 
 

CORRECTION TO PREVIOUS 
AIRPORT ARTICLE (SEPT 2005) 
For pictures of the Haile Hangar at Howard’s 
Nursery, try:www.airfields-freeman.com, click on 
Texas, click on Austin Western. You’ll find maps 
and pictures. Sorry about the confusion…  
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FOOD & SNACKS ON THE RUN:  For food on the run, meal fixins, or a sit-down meal with 
ambiance, try these neighborhood businesses! 

 

NORTH LOOP // 53rd  / 51st  
Casa Brasil  407-9887 
Ararat’s  419-1692 
North Loop Food Store  458-5424 
The Parlor  454-8965 
Snappy Mart (by Bruning Green) 467-1870 
 

LAMAR // KOENIG 
7-11 at Lamar & 51st,  451-0042 
Cattleman’s Choice  323-2500 
Titaya’s Thai Cuisine  458-1792 
 
AIRPORT 
Barfly’s  452-6455 
Burger Tex  453-8772 
Lammes Candies  453-2899 
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Waste Not, Want Not 
 
“Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do 
without.” ~ My mother  
 
Every client I talk with, at some point in our 
many conversations about the design of their 
gardens, raises the issue of water.  More 
specifically, they are concerned about draining 
away from the house, and reducing the time and 
energy it takes to provide supplemental water to 
the garden.  I usually suggest that they use the 
simple principles of permaculture when thinking 
about water and their garden. 
 
Permaculture is a method of living in the 
landscape, both the built and the natural, using a 
system of techniques to prevent the wasting of 
any resource.  Permaculturists think in terms of  
‘closing the loop’ and the cyclical nature of any 
resource – what is its beginning, what is its end, 
how can I be most efficient with the resource 
while I have it? 
 
Conventional thinking about water and 
landscapes usually deals with draining the water 
away…away from the house, away from the site, 
away down the street.  Then, when the water has 
been drained away, it is brought back again 
through pipes to water the plants – an inefficient 
and troublesome way of thinking.  Permaculture 
thinking, on the other hand, attempts to keep as 
much water on site as possible, and uses grading 
to direct water flow to areas in the landscape that 

need it most.  Many times paths are used as 
temporary waterways or are higher than planted 
areas and sloped so that rainfall runs off them in 
to plant beds. 
 
By now, mulching is almost a given as a way to 
prevent water evaporation from the soil – I don’t 
know many gardeners, new or seasoned, who 
don’t automatically add mulch for any new 
planting or at the beginning of each planting 
season.  Using partially decomposed leaves as 
mulch, while not exclusive to the permaculturist, 
certainly embraces the idea of using what is 
available on site.  Then the leaves completely 
decompose, becoming compost, and, in addition 
to providing nutrients to the soil, also help with 
soil tilth, or the workability and function of the 
soil.  Compost (decomposed organic matter) 
provides both good drainage and moisture 
retention – truly the stuff that gardeners’ dreams 
are made of! 
 
Of course, at some point in the year, rain ceases 
to fall and the soil, without additional moisture, 
will dry up.  For some, this is where a rain barrel 
provides supplemental water, rather than relying 
on treated city water.  A rain barrel catches and 
stores rainfall from roofs; useful in times of 
drought although the gardener with an extensive 
plant collection will need more than one. 
 
We can all agree that water is an essential 
presence in our lives – the above techniques can 
help us to ensure its continued presence in our 
gardens. 
 
Kirsten Bartel 
Keeper of the Green       
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By Robin Moore 
 
Spring is here! 
Let us enjoy the Spring! 
 
Temperatures are rising to and above the 
"pleasant" mark on the thermometer. We have 
had a spring shower (not enough, but let's not 
whine). 
 
Take time to smell the roses. And the Texas 
Mountain Laurels (they smell like grape Kool 
Aid). Enjoy the purple blooming Redbuds, and 
the Peppermint Flowering Peach trees. Have you 
noticed the Paperwhite Narcissus blooming? Iris? 
Antique roses are blooming around town, too. 
 
Look down toward the ground to see which 
perennials are popping up to do their thing. 
Gerbera Daisies, Purple Coneflowers, Salvias are 
making an appearance, as are Poppies and 
Larkspur (if you planted the seeds earlier.) 
 
Remember that even though we live in one of the 
"coolest" towns in the world, our soil is among 
the worst. So please be advised that it is usually a 
great idea to work in plenty of compost, and 
perhaps something gritty like granite sand or lava 
sand or gypsum. 
 
We may need to water more than usual this 
spring, to maximize the results of our labor. 
Remember to water deeply less often, instead of 
watering a little bit every day. 
 
Check out the Travis County Master Gardener's 
Gardening Guide to see what it is time to plant 
right now. This guide is written fairly specifically 
for our area, and has a month by month "to do 
list" for gardeners here. (The information on seed 
packets doesn't always apply to our climate.) 
Your neighborhood nursery sells these handy 
books for a reasonable price, but there is always 
one open and available for your use in the store. 
 
It is a great time to plant ... annuals, perennials, 
vegetables & herbs, trees and shrubs. It is a 

wonderful time to work and play in your gardens. 
It is a fantastic time to enjoy the gardens at your 
space, and those in your surrounding community. 
 
Enjoy your spring! 
 
Visit Howard Nursery for more information. 
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Since the last newsletter (Sept 2005), we’ve 
gained a few businesses: 
COFFEE SHOP coming soon at Chesterfield & 
North Loop, where the Cleaners used to be. 
 
WE SELL YOUR STUFF on Lamar, where 
Blue Moon Glass used to be. A Pawn Shop. 
 
ON THE SPOT DETAIL  on Koenig, leasing 
space from the Texaco station. They wash and 
wax your car and can do full detail. 
 
DENT DUDES on Lamar, as part of Excalibur 
Transmission and Automotive Repair. They can 
remove hail damage and car door dings. 
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But we have also lost several businesses: 
BLUE MOON GLASS (Lamar, moved next to 

the Speedway Post Office) 
DISCOUNT FURNITURE  (51st & Airport) 
PIZZA HUT  (Lamar address, located near 

Guadalupe & Koenig) 
PARKER BEAUTY SUPPLY  (Koenig) 
ROYAL CLEANERS  (Chesterfield & North 

Loop) 
CLEANERS (Airport & North Loop) 
AEGIS PRINTING  (Lamar) 
 
 Newsletter Editor: Beka Clark-Smith 
Send memories, advertising, and reports, to Beka at 
greathallgames@sbcglobal.net OR to Great Hall 
Games, 5501 N Lamar #A-135, Austin, 78751. 
 
�  Especially looking for histories or stories about 
life before 1930. �  Anybody know about or 
remember the Paramount Barbershop on 
Evans? �  Any old photos to share? 
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I was determined to buy a house in 1992. I saw an 
advertisement in the Austin American-Statesman 
for a house in the Avenues north of 53rd for less 
than $60,000. I had a job offer, and very little 
income, but when I first saw my house, I said, 
"This is Fort Pat" (I grew up in the military). 
Strangely enough, the house has been owned by--
and only by--three women named Patricia! 
 
I really only know about the Patricia I bought the 
house from: hippie chick who had given birth to 
her daughter in the room I now use as an office; it 
was bright pink. She and her husband are very big 
people and the house was remodeled for very tall 
humans, so the shower head is way up and there 
are coat hooks I cannot reach. 
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By Douglas Max Dodgen 
 
The house at 5115 Avenue F was built around 
1937. In 1945 my Grandfather, Air Force 
Chaplain and Disciples of Christ minister, 
Charles Max Buck his wife and children moved 
in. 45th Street was the City Limits, no water, only 
a well (which is still here). There was a door 
behind the refrigerator to put the ice in from the 

outside. I guess there was some sort of septic 
field. There was one cow and chickens. There 
were hardly any trees or other houses. You could 
see the Capital. Hales Flying Service at the 
Howard’s Nursery was where my Dad flew out of 
occasionally. He met my Mom at the newly built 
Hyde Park Christian Church. In 1947 Chaplain 
Max built a Cottage for his mother in the 
backyard. She never lived in it, and lived in the 
main house only. My Mom and Dad lived in the 
Cottage and proceeded to have 5 children in 7 
years. In l949 Chaplain Max, his Sons, and my 
Dad built the house at 5111 Avenue F.  
 
I was born in 1953 (the 4th child) and our family 
moved to Dallas-Ft. Worth. In 1958 to 1963 I 
started going to my Grandfathers house for 
summer visits. They would send me down to the 
Ol-Bossy milk store where the Music Store at 
North Loop Shopping Center is now. I would take 
the old gallon glass milk bottle down and get it 
replaced with a very heavy full bottle. Other 
times Grandma and I would walk to the Mrs. 
Johnson’s Bakery and get a loaf of bread, where 
the Lock and Key place is also at the North Loop 
Shopping Center. In between these stores was a 
drug store with a Soda Fountain. Sometimes my 
Grandma would give me two dimes and a 
Quarter. I would stand alone at the corner of 
Avenue F and 52nd, and the bus would stop right 
in front of the house. It would take me right in 
front of the State or Paramount Movie Theaters. 
All this when I was 6,7 or 8. Now I’m happy to 
be living at that same house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The house at 5115 Avenue F in 1953. 
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5307 Evans Avenue 
 
The oldest house in the neighborhood sits at 5307 
Evans. Built in 1900 on Speedway, it was moved 
from in the late 1960s to its present location 
behind the Satsuma project. 
 
The owner has done some research at the Austin 
History center hoping to find out more about the 
history of the house. He also ran a letter with 
pictures in Hyde Park’s Pecan Press looking for 
information. But so far, nothing more information 
has been gained about this Victorian styled farm 
house. He would love to find out more about the 
house. What was the primary family that owned 
it? What was its original address? Why was it 
moved? With some of these answers in hand, he 
could perhaps get historic designation for it. 
 
Find some more exterior views color of the house 
and some interior shots as well on his web site: 
http://www.sursumcordagroup.com, click on 
5306 Evans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5307 Evans built 1900, the oldest house here. 
 
Now to find the oldest house built in the 
neighborhood. It will probably date to before 
1930 and be east of Avenue F. If you have any 
ideas of a house built here before 1930, please let 
Beka know at greathallgames@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 



��	���������������	������������
�����������
������� 

Meet the neighbors and hear news in the making! All residents, 
including renters and business owners, are welcome to join. 
 

Membership $10/household. Business memberships available. 
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See the website for joining the list OR send a
 www.northfieldna.org P.O. Box 301591 
blank email to nndl-howto@14gram.com.  Austin, Texas, 78703-0027 
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Neighbors got you ruffled? Noise, litter, vehicles parked in your way, underage drinking parties, drug 
dealing, … When calm talking or shouting at them doesn’t seem to work, you’ve called 311 or 911, and 
you still want help—contact the Northfield Neighborhood Association. The NNA can support your efforts 
to solve the problem. Check the website for contact information: www.northfieldna.org. 
 
NOISE 
It is a violation of the City Code to disturb neighbors with any kind of noise between 10 pm and 10 am. The 
offender can be charged with a Class C misdemeanor that carries up to a $500 fine. 
�  Call 311 for noise disturbance. The more complaints the better to get the problem resolved. 
 
SUSPECTED CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 
�  Call 311 if you suspect a neighbor is engaging in illegal activity. Every call is recorded. The more 
complaints the better to get the problem resolved. In suspected drug dealing, it is not a good idea to 
approach the neighbor yourself. 
 
EMERGENCY, THREATS, PROPERTY AT RISK 
�  Call 911 in an emergency, if you feel threatened, or if your property is at risk. 
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Presidents 

Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Web Master 
Keeper of the Green 

Newsletter Distribution 
Newsletter Editor 
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First Monday of each month. 

At Dayspring Chapel, Ave G & 55th. 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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1st Monday is part of July 4th Weekend 

 
Thanks to DAYSPRING CHAPEL  for 

hosting our monthly meetings! 

��� �Suspicious activity IN PROGRESS�
��� 	Suspicious activity AFTER THE FACT	

 
OFFICER ON PATROL FOR NORTHFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD 

Officer Rick Vargas # 4579, 974-5801 
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As outgoing co-presidents of the Northfield Neighborhood Association (NNA), we want to take this 
opportunity to express how much we have enjoyed our two-year term in office. 
 
It has been rewarding to actively participate in NNA's positive growth and energetic commitment during 
that time as a truly representative neighborhood advocate for our Central Austin community. Since first 
joining in 2004, we have seen our membership increase significantly, and as a new slate of officers 
prepares to assume the reins of leadership in April 2006, the NNA is strong and charged with momentum 
for the future. 
 
Working with the NNA has been challenging and exciting, collectively putting neighbors in touch with 
neighbors and fostering a genuine spirit of community and forward purpose. The healthy on-going growth 
of the NNA over the past two years with the influx of new, young, vibrant and dedicated neighbors is 
promising and we are confident that the NNA is on a course to become a guiding light among Austin's 
neighborhood associations. We are proud to have served in the interest and progress of that cause. 
 
Signing off, 
Gerald and Mary Patrick 
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Try a massage or herbal therapy. Improve your 
image, get your hair or nails done! Maybe start an 
exercise program or take a martial art! 

Chicagos Cutten Up 374-0599 
Crystal Nails  451-6512 
Good to Go Studio  407-9930 
Lamar Hair & Nails  454-2875 
North Loop Nails  452-6902 
Pure Hair  380-9661 
Salon Sary  454-4501 
Special Cuts Barber Shop 453-0867 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Herb Nook  453-2247 
Herbs & Things  459-4372 
Rose Petal Aromatherapy  323-2483 
Natural Magic  451-4491 
Nevyn (massage)  450-0513 
 
Galvinize (yoga, pilates) 220-4703 
Aikido of Austin  454-7950 
Austin Ki Aikido Center  459-9249 
Kenpo Karate  459-1806 
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Get really local neighborhood news on the discussion list. Here are samples from the last few months. 
 
BURGLARY INTERRUPTED 
Wanted to let ya'll know of my experience on January 19, 2006. At 10:30 AM, I came home from errands. I 
entered the house, turned off the alarm system, and came out of my skin when a man's voice came from my 
bedroom..."HELLO," he said. I had interrupted a burglary. The burglar amazingly got around my alarm 
system. He had come through a window and avoided the motion detectors. (Yes, I've since upgraded the 
system to the max!) I ran out of the house, screaming, "Call 911, Help." All of this should one day be on 
America's funniest videos! I made enough noise that a college student (who lives in one of the properties 
I'm reading about on Franklin!) stopped to help me with his cell phone. Many police cars came and zipped 
through the neighborhood looking for the guy that went back out another window, and ran the opposite 
direction that I ran. I'm sure we scared each other! They never caught him. However, the police spent 3.5 
hours finger printing my house. The good news: they got good prints. The bad news: it takes 6-8 months to 
run a match! When the detective told me this I told him I was happy it was not a murder case. He assured 
me they rush murder prints...4 months. HELLO! I can be out of the country in four hours! The burglar 
escaped with jewelry, money, cell phones and charges, my computer bag to carry it all in, and...clothes!? 
 
TAN TRUCK CRUISING 
Anyone notice a tan extend-a-cab truck driving very slowly (I jogged past it on Ave F) cruising the 
neighborhood? Like I said, I jogged past it on F, and it turned down 55th stopping twice along the way. 
Didn't get its plates though, too dark. 
 
WHOSE CAT IS THIS? 
Hi all -- Anyone recognize the cat in this (admittedly terrible) photo: ((picture link given)). If he is yours, 
claim him now, because he's number one on my ten most wanted for neutering list. He's wearing a blue 
collar but doesn't appear to have any tags. His eyes are amber, not glowing satanically as in the picture. 
 
A SECOND PARLOR 
The guy we spoke to at the Parlor a few weeks ago told us that they are opening a SECOND store down in 
Hyde Park. This one is not moving or closing. At least not according to the guy behind the counter. 
 
WALKABOUT HANDYMAN 
Nice enough guy, but he came around right at supper time when I was hungry, frazzled and not thinking 
quite right. I made the mistake of giving him cash up front. He did about 20 minutes of work and then left 
with about 3 hours worth of pay. Live and learn. 
 
TOO MUCH WATER RUNOFF 
Though I don't have the modeling data - it is obvious that the monster triplex Lee development on west 
Franklin and West Nelray is already impacting the runoff to Waller. I have never seen such runoff down 
Franklin in the light rain we are having RIGHT now - as I am seeing RIGHT now. usually I don't see that 
sort of 'river' on Franklin unless it rains 2 inches or more. At the variance request hearing, where Cuatro 
and I spoke out against them, their representative made some sort of off hand comment about retention 
ponds. but they didn't do it - probably because they didn't have to. and they have over 25,000 sq feet of 
impervious cover there - they busted that 65% by pouring more slab after inspections - they do this all the 
time - it is their business model. To cheat. 
 



BLUE SUIT GUYS 
The first incident took place at 50th and Duval. The two men in blue jumpsuits were also spotted looking 
into trashcarts in an alley in our neighborhood - 55th between Duval and F. 
… On a similar note I wanted to make everyone aware of a very disturbing occurrence that I experienced 
on Thursday morning. Having stayed home sick I was in bed till around 9:30 at which time I was awoken 
by my dogs barking I looked out the window to find to men in blue jumpsuits, one in the ally and one in my 
neighbors backyard, I assumed they were some sort of workers and calmed my dogs and laid back down. It 
wasn't thirty minutes later that I was awoken again by my dogs barking, this time when I looked out my 
window (I raised the blinds slightly for my dogs to look out). I found the same man in the blue jump suit 
video taping into my bedroom window. Because I wear contacts I was not able to clearly see the man but 
called 911 right away, they weren't able to find anyone that matched my description. I called the electric, 
gas and phone company hoping that it could have possibly been a city worker and was assured by all that 
they had no crews out that day. 
…It was perhaps 3 weeks ago, around 7:15 AM. They were walking in the alley between Duval and Ave F, 
at the 55th block. They carried big black trashbags (empty). They seemed very attentively looking for 
something. I assumed they were fishing for aluminum cans, but I remember taking notice, because, instead 
of the blue bins, they were looking into the Green trash bins. (perhaps looking for paper documents 
instead?). The filming incident that you are talking about bothers me greatly. Has anyone else seen the two 
blue-suited people? 
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1) Get to know your neighbors. Exchange phone numbers. You don’t want to 

wait 10 minutes for someone across town to race to the rescue! A neighbor 
can bang pots, turn on lights, let their dog out, call police and other 
neighbors … 

2) Join the discussion list. Send messages through the list to let others know 
as soon as possible that something isn’t right. Send a blank email to nndl-
howto@14gram.com OR see the website www.northfieldna.org. 

3) If you are linked but your neighbors are not, share information with them 
so they’ll know what’s happening—especially when there’s crime in the 
'hood! 
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TRIANGLE PASS-THROUGH TRAFFIC  As development at The Triangle (Guadalupe and 51st 
through 45th) continues and businesses and residents move-in to the area, traffic will find paths through 
our neighborhood. Let’s address growing traffic concerns now before they get worse. 
 
MORE RESIDENTS LIVING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD  One of the many concerns about the Super-
2s and McMansions being built in our neighborhood is the increase in traffic on our narrow, quiet, 
residential streets. Along with the increase in traffic is a growing parking problem of the additional 
vehicles that higher density brings. 
 
McMANSIONS & SUPER TWOS Feelings are very strong as we see more and more of these coming 
into our neighborhood. There is a lot of discussion on the list about how these two styles of development 
are effecting our lives: traffic and parking, water run-off and flooding of yards and street, plant and garden 
growth, density or urban sprawl, mini-dormitories or single family units, property values, aesthetics, etc. 
People are also attending council meetings and sending pictures to various photo essays around Austin. 

Join the discussion list by sending a blank email to nndl-howto@14gram.com. 
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NORTH LOOP 
Car Wash  (no phone) 
R & D Motors  377-5277 
 

LAMAR 
512 Motors  420-9738 
Alan’s Vehicle Inspections  326-6763 
Dent Dudes  454-3733 
Excalibur Repairs 454-3733 
Floyds Sales & Service  454-0664 
Phillips 66 (independent)  454-3162 
Texas Central Motors  371-7199 
 

KOENIG 
Texaco (independent) Koenig Lane Auto  459-5869 
On the Spot Detail (at Texaco) 736-3276 
 

AIRPORT & EAST 53RD 
Bill Chapman Auto Sales 459-1141 
Jim’s Discount Auto Center 451-7376 
Leif Johnson Ford 454-3711 
Long Motors 419-9911 
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AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
 
 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
All Major & Minor Repair 

 

Wheel Alignments Transmissions 
Wheel Balancing Air Conditioning 
Shocks Timing Belts 
Tune-Up Engines 
Brakes Electrical 

Manufacturers Scheduled Maintenance 
 

ASE Certified 
 

5415 N Lamar Blvd. 454-3733 
 

 

 

The Dent Dudes 
paintless dent repair 

hail damage, door dings, small dents 
 

Insurance accepted 
 

5415 N Lamar Blvd. 454-3733 
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The web has been updated with current neighborhood news! Here are some items covered recently. 
 
2-15-06 -- Austin Music Co-Op sold  
The building that currently houses the Austin Music Co-Op at the corner of Nelray and Guadalupe has 
recently been sold. It is unclear at this time who the new owners are, or what plans they have for the 
building. 
 
2-15-06 -- Lee Properties move to implement more demolition and new construction  
106 and 107 Nelray are the newest properties in the neighborhood slated for demolition. In their place will 
be constructed new homes by Emrobrai Homes ((link given)), which is a subsidiary of Lee Properties ((link 
given)). Lee Properties has been responsible for the spate of new houses that have recently been built 
around the neighborhood. Many people in the neighborhood have objected to the Lee Property 
developments for a variety of reasons, describing them as "super-twos" and "McMansions" and "student 
dorms." 
 
2-15-06 -- Freescale Marathon to cut through Northfield  
On Sunday, February 19, runners in the Freescale Marathon will come to our neighborhood as they run 
along North Loop. The world-class marathon runners should be in Northfield starting at 8:30, and the less-
experienced runners should continue streaming through the neighborhood until around noon. 
 
2-20-06 -- Freescale Marathon Visits Northfield  
On Sunday, February 19, runners in the Freescale Marathon braved sub-freezing temperatures to run 
through the streets of Austin.  The elite runners began arriving at the 17 mile mark in the Northfield 
neighborhood, running down North Loop a little before 9:00 in the morning. ((Includes pictures of people 
running through the neighborhood.) 
 
2-24-06 -- 107 Nelray is Destroyed  
Lee Properties moved very quickly to destroy 107 Nelray and begin construction of a new structure before 
the city's moratorium on so-called "McMansions" takes effect. 106 Nelray across the street will be 
destroyed soon. ((Includes pictures of before and after.) 
 

Website address:   www.northfieldna.org 
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Here are some places in the neighborhood that may help with your spiritual observances.  
� Skyview Baptist Church and Mision Bautista, 211 W Koenig 
� Dayspring Chapel, Reformed Baptist, Ave G & 55th 
� Church of Christ , Ave F & 52nd 
� Trinity Chapel , United Methodist, 600 50th 
� Ridgetop Baptist Church, 708 E 51st 
� Eternal Power Ministries, 601B E 53rd 
 

DDDD Soka Gakkai Int’l  (Buddhist), 5555 Lamar #C109 
�  Indian Shi-ite Muslim Religious Center, 5555 Lamar #H 
� �Natural Magic, 701 E 53rd (retail & more) 
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Tell businesses you saw their ad here! 

They’ll be more apt to advertise with us again! 
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Hate Malls? Visit neighborhood shops! Find lots of unusual and unique items-- not more of the same 
mass-market stuff. 
 
Buy local, really local—in your neighborhood! Support small neighborhood businesses and keep more 
money in the Austin economy! 
 

NORTH LOOP // 53rd 
Austin Modern Vintage 419-0488 
Big Rig  300-2744 
Chappell Office Products 452-3980 
Forbidden Fruit  453-8090 
Hog Wild Collectibles  467-9453 
Monkey Wrench Books  407-6925 
Room Service  451-1057 
Slinky Whistle Bait  300-2792 
Sound on Sound  371-9980 
The Peddler  220-6766 
 

LAMAR  
Buck Moore Feed & Supply  451-3469 
Front Door Store 459-9034 
Great Hall Games  505-0055 
Half Price Books  451-4463 
 
KOENIG  
Howard’s Nursery  453-3150 
Paper Plus  454-8741 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit neighborhood shops and businesses! Walk to get some exercise, meet neighbors, look at gardens 
and homes along the way, see changes! 
 

 

BUCK MOORE FEED 
& PET SUPPLY 

 
Family owned & operated 

since 1972 
 

Quality Service & Experience 
 

�   AND  �  
 

OLD TOWN 
EMPORIUM 

 
5237 North Lamar 

451-3469 

 

Great Hall Games 
5501 N Lamar Blvd, Austin TX 78751   505-0055 
Across from U-Haul    www.greathallgames.com 

 
Go • Backgammon • Chess • Historical Miniatures 
Board & Card Games • Playing Cards • Puzzles 

Dominoes • Cribbage • Dice & Game Tokens 
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  Action Safe & Lock  451-2814 
Thanks to Kinkos for printing the newsletter! BAH Design (adv)  419-9300 
  Bair Office Supply/Printing 452-1211 

BikeDoctor 454-1210 
Bridgefarmers Trophy/Printing 453-1714 
CRT Awards  300-2002 
Eclipse Communication (adv) 450-0550 
Frame Fixer (eyeglasses)  371-1050 
Happy Mac (computer repair) 420-9191 
HSR Construction Inc 458-4101 
KRDB 791-1584 
Lava Studios (recording)  371-7046 
Lone Star Awards & Trophies  452-9940 
Lone Star Insurance 459-4000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Loop Signs  407-9409 
Ray’s Electronics  450-0071 
Sun’s Alterations 454-7950 
Tonecraft Amp Repair  451-8512 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acadia Insurance 
Life, Health, Disability, Employee Benefits 

 
1518 W. Koenig Lane 
Austin, Texas 78756 

512-465-9000 
Cuatro@ acadiahr.com 
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Let others know someone you trust to do needed work. Or maybe you can do it! Join the discussion list by 
sending a blank email to nndl-howto@14gram.com OR see the website www.northfieldna.org. Here are 
samples from the last few months. 
 
�  Can anyone recommend a contractor who works on pier and beam foundations? A friend just bought a 
house with cedar piers that need to be replaced as per city code. 
 
I'm in the middle of a big, time-critical remodeling job, and my tile people seem to have skedaddled right 
in the middle without bothering to call and explain why. Can anyone recommend a reasonably good, 
acceptably meticulous tile worker that knows how to install tile on kitchen countertops? 
 
�  One thing I haven't done yet is seek the opinions of others who may already have experience with solar 
installers and solar systems. I've done a great deal of homework already and feel comfortable with this big 
project, but I'm wondering if there is anyone out their in our neighborhood who has any advice to give. I'd 
love to hear from you if you do. 
 
�  I'm looking for yard service person(s) - general tidying up, leaf cleanup, etc. Recommendations? 
 
There is an earnest fellow named xzxz who lives over on Ave. zxz. He's a school teacher, but he does tree 
trimming on the side to make ends meet. He has done good work for me for a very reasonable price. He 
and his wife just had a baby this summer, so I imagine making ends meet will be a bit more challenging. 
 
Until further notice - I suggest that anyone approached by "zxzxzx" tree trimmer - who is walking around 
the neighborhood hustling work, mainly in the late afternoon - that they do not hire him. I am inclined to 
believe that he stole those trimming tools and is just collecting money while he can. 
 
�  Looks like I need some electrical work... I've used xxxxx in the past, but I've heard he's gotten really 
expensive. Any other recommendations? 
 
�  Anyone know a plumber they could recommend who does outside plumbing/sewage work? Appears I 
need some work done; sigh. 
 
My plumber has been 
sidelined due to a 
stroke, so I'm looking 
for someone else who 
can finish a somewhat 
tricky water filter 
installation job for me -
- does anyone have any 
suggestions? 
 
Anyone have 
experience with 
tankless water heaters? 
These are suitcase size 
electric units that are 
'on demand' hot water 
supply. 
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LIVE MUSIC:  Hear live music with a Brazilian 

beat Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights! 
 

�����������������
TUESDAY GO NIGHT:  Games, presentations, 

7:00-Midnight, Host: Austin Go Club 
WEDNESDAY CHESS NIGHT: Games, 

instruction, 7:00-10:00, Host: Gene Kohnitz 
THURSDAY NIGHT HISTORICAL 

MINIATURES:  Paint historical miniatures, 
talk military history, plan games, 7:00-10:00 

FRIDAY NIGHT BOARD GAMES:  People 
decide each Friday when they get here what 
open board games to play,7:00-Midnight 

SATURDAY BOARD GAMES:  Members 
decide what games to play beforehand, Noon-
8:00, Host: Austin Boardgame Group 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON HISTORICAL 
MINIATURES BATTLES:  Troops to share, 
learn as you play! Arrive around 12:30, play 
to 6:00, 1st Sunday 20th Century, 3rd Sunday 
Ancients & Medievals Host: Lone Star Hist. 
Miniature Soc. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT ISSUE, June 
Who We Are Today 

 
What plants live in Bruning Green? 

 
Which is the oldest business in the neighborhood? 

 
What kinds of pets live here? 

 
What birds can be seen during the year? 
(Last year’s list with possible additions.) 

 
Send information and advertising to Beka at 

greathallgames@sbcglobal.net 
OR drop it off at Great Hall Games, 

5501 N Lamar #A-135 
(Nelray & Lamar, across from U-Haul) 

 

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, MAY 31  
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CURRENT OFFICERS 
CoPresidents: Gerald & Mary Patrick 
VicePresident: Cuatro Groos 
Treasurer: Jan Seward 
CoSecretaries: Don Smith & volunteer 
Web Masters: Karen & Brian Barry 
Newsletter Distribution: Kate Amerson 
Newsletter Editor: Beka Clark-Smith 
 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS  
President: Sebastian Wren 
Vice-President: Monty Newton 
Treasurer: Joe Carcione 
Co-Secretaries: Annie Ervin, Jan Sewart, 
Kate Amerson 
Web Master: Andy Espenscheid 
Keeper of the Green: Cindy Black 
Newsletter Distribution: Brenda Benner 
Newsletter Editor: Beka 
 

Will these be confirmed April 3? 


